Ministry of Government Relations
Building and Technical Standards Branch
14th Floor, 1430 – 1855 Victoria Avenue
Regina, Canada S4P 3T2
Phone: 306-787-4113

December 6, 2021
To all Local Authorities:
This letter is to inform local authorities of upcoming changes to the legislation and regulations
that govern the construction and occupancy of buildings in Saskatchewan.
As you are likely aware, The Construction Codes Act (the CCA) comes into force on January 1, 2022,
and will repeal-and-replace The Uniform Building and Accessibility Standards Act (the UBAS Act) as
the legislation which governs construction standards in Saskatchewan. As part of this process,
three new regulations are also coming into force to replace the current regulations and each
regulation relates to a separate construction technology. The three regulations are:
•
•
•

The Building Code Regulations;
The Energy Code Regulations; and
The Plumbing Code Regulations.

Under the CCA, local authorities will continue to be responsible for administering and enforcing
building and energy codes for buildings in their jurisdiction. Regina, Saskatoon, Lloydminster and
the Global Transportation Hub are responsible for administering the plumbing code in their
respective jurisdictions. The Technical Safety Authority of Saskatchewan (TSASK) is responsible for
administering plumbing code throughout the balance of the province.
Included in this letter is additional information detailing some of the effects of the CCA and
regulations on local authorities. Supporting materials and online events are being developed by
the Building and Technical Standards Branch of the Ministry of Government Relations. Details will
be available online at www.saskatchewan.ca/btstandards.
Local authorities are also encouraged to watch upcoming Municipalities Today newsletters for
articles with additional information relevant to them on the new Act and regulations.
If you have additional questions, concerns or would like to discuss this letter further, please
contact the Building and Technical Standards Branch at btstandards@gov.sk.ca or (306) 787-4113.
Sincerely,

Kevin Kehler
Director, Technical Safety Policy
cc:

William Hawkins, Executive Director, Ministry of Government Relations
Marvin Meickel, Chief Building Official, Ministry of Government Relations
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Transition
•

•
•

Bylaws, contracts, building official orders, licences and permits that are valid under the
UBAS Act on December 31, 2021, will remain valid under the CCA on January 1, 2022.
o For example, if a building permit was issued on June 1, 2021, that permit remains
valid on January 1, 2022, unless the local authority had already closed the permit or
the permit expired before the CCA came into force.
There is no requirement for a local authority to reissue any permit, order, contract or
licence simply because the CCA came into force.
Local authorities are encouraged to use up any existing supplies which reference the
UBAS Act but order new supplies which reference the correct legislation and/or
regulations.

Building Bylaws
•

•

•

Building bylaws can only be adopted by the council of a local authority under provisions of
the CCA. Local authorities are required to obtain ministerial approval when adopting,
amending or repealing their building bylaw.
o Bylaws should be submitted to the Building and Technical Standards Branch in order
to receive ministerial approval.
Bylaws that are adopted under any other legislation (e.g., The Cities Act, The
Municipalities Act or The Regional Parks Act) cannot be used for enforcing construction or
occupancy standards and are void as they relate to the regulation of building construction
and occupancy.
Local authorities which have a valid building bylaw under the UBAS Act are required to
either renew or repeal-and-replace their building bylaw by December 31, 2029. Any local
authority which does not complete this requirement will be subject to the model building
bylaw.

Model Building Bylaw
•

•

Local authorities which do not have a valid building bylaw will be subject to the model
building bylaw if they do not adopt their own building bylaw by the required date. The
requirement to adopt a building bylaw is as follows:
o local authorities which are regulated by The Cities Act are required to adopt a building
bylaw by December 31, 2022;
o local authorities which are regulated by The Municipalities Act are required to adopt a
building bylaw by December 31, 2023; or
o regional parks which are regulated by The Regional Parks Act are required to adopt a
building bylaw by December 31, 2024.
Local authorities are required to administer and enforce the model building bylaw as
though they had adopted it themselves.
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Building Officials
•
•

•

Only individuals who have a valid building official licence can provide building official
services. This includes conducting plan reviews, performing building inspections and
issuing building official orders.
Building officials are prohibited from using the powers delegated to them as building
officials to enforce any other bylaw or regulations.
o For example, a building official may be appointed by a local authority to enforce other
bylaws (i.e., fire, nuisance, parking, etc.) but those building officials cannot write a
building official order to enforce those other bylaws.
Local authorities are responsible to provide the names and licence numbers of all building
officials to the Chief Codes Administrator on an annual basis and within 60 days of fiscal
year end. This includes building officials: who are newly appointed; whose appointment is
continued; who are either on a leave or whose appointment is suspended and whose
appointment is cancelled.
o For example, a building official who goes on a parental leave and who is not practicing
as a building official during their leave would need to be reported as being on leave
for that year. This would allow the building official to apply to an extension of their
building official licence and a delay in completing education requirements.

Farm Buildings
•

•

•

Farm buildings which have a residential occupancy (i.e., sleeping quarters) are subject to
the construction standards found in the CCA, including application of the National
Building Code of Canada.
o To clarify, there is no exemption from construction standards for buildings
constructed on agricultural land if the building has sleeping quarters.
This requirement only applies to new construction: existing buildings where no new
construction work is being done are not required to be upgraded simply because
construction standards now apply. After January 1, 2022, any new farm building with a
residential occupancy or any renovation, alteration or addition to an existing building with
a residential occupancy is required to comply with the construction standards but only as
it applies to new work.
Local authorities still have the ability to require other farm buildings comply with
construction standards through their building bylaw.

Carbon Monoxide and Smoke Alarms
•

All buildings with a residential occupancy (i.e., sleeping quarters) are required to have
carbon monoxide and smoke alarms installed by July 1, 2022. This includes older buildings
which were initially constructed prior to these devices being required in the relevant
building code and farm buildings with sleeping quarters.
o To clarify, all buildings in Saskatchewan where people are expected to sleep will need
to have carbon monoxide and smoke alarms installed. The size of the building, age of
the building or if the building is seasonably occupied (e.g., cottages) do not exempt
the building’s owner from needing to comply.
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•

Local authorities are responsible for enforcing this requirement but are recommended to
use passive enforcement. If a building official or fire inspector is in the building for any
other purpose and notices the required devices are missing, they could write an order
requiring the owner to comply.
o There is no expectation that local authorities will go door-to-door to ensure buildings
are complying.

Building Permits and Building Official Orders
•

•

•
•

The Building Code Regulations list the minimum information that building permits need to
have listed to be valid.
o This includes information such as: name of the permit holder, name of the local
authority, address of the building or land where work is to be done, all fee amounts,
expiry date of the permit, the stages of construction where the local authority must
be notified and any conditions the permit holder is required to comply with.
Similarly, building official orders are required to provide specific information to be valid.
o This includes information such as: name of the person(s) the order is issued to, name
of the local authority and building official, address of the building or land where work
is being done, section of the Act/Regulations/code/bylaw that has been contravened,
identify the actions that must occur or cease to occur, include information on how to
appeal the order, and state that building official orders can be registered in the Land
Titles Registry 61 days after being received.
Local authorities are encouraged to review their existing documents to ensure they are
following these requirements going forward.
Local authorities can register a building official’s order on the Land Titles Registry, to
ensure that future owners of buildings are aware of any deficiencies or required actions.
Building owners need to be given 60 days to comply with a building official order prior to
the order being registered.
o Building official orders can only be registered if the order is less than two years old or
the work was completed in the last two years, whichever is sooner. For example, once
the CCA comes into force, a local authority could register a building official order
written in 2020 but not an order written in 2019 or before.

